
Understand What Your Legal Documents Mean

efore a client walks out of 
our office with an estate 
plan in hand, we make 

sure the client has a fundamen-
tal understanding of what those 
documents mean and what pro-
tections they provide. This is a 
critical part of our job as “coun-
selors at law.” You wouldn’t leave 
your doctor’s office with a stack 
of prescriptions without knowing 
what malady they cure and what 
to expect, right? You shouldn’t 
leave your lawyer’s office in the 
dark, either.

Clients should also expect to be 
instructed on where the docu-
ments should be kept. For exam-
ple, many people’s first instinct is 
to put their executed, original will 
in a safe deposit box and call it 
a day. That’s fine, but you must 
also let your personal representa-
tive and other trusted individuals 
know where it’s located, and give 
someone access to the box. If you 
fail to do this, your family will have 

to jump through many 
hoops and spend 
time and money to 
retrieve your will.

Some documents 
should definitely be 
shared. For exam-
ple, the person you 
name as your health 
care decision-maker 
should have a copy 
of your health care 
surrogate. It’s a good idea to 
review it with your agent so he/
she understands your preferenc-
es if you are unable to make 
your own medical decisions. Also, 

anyone you have authorized to 
receive your medical information 
pursuant to HIPAA should have a 
copy and be advised accordingly.

We urge every client for whom 

B we’ve created a dura-
ble power of attor-
ney (DPOA) to sub-
mit that document to 
their financial insti-
tutions, in advance, 
to be sure it will be 
honored when the 
client’s agent uses it. 
Note that there is no 
one statutory DPOA 
form in Florida, only 

general guidelines, and financial 
institutions are always cautious 
about giving the wrong person 
access to an account. Your bank 
or brokerage’s legal department 

should review your DPOA to 
make sure it conforms to their 
requirements. They may ask for 
additional forms particular to that 
institution.

Last, we remind clients that 
their plans must be reviewed 
every few years, or sooner if 
important life changes occur. By 
way of example, we’ve seen wills 
that name a personal represen-
tative and backup who are both 
long-deceased or incapacitated. 
Remember, your estate plan may 
feel like the “final” word, but like 
everything else in life, it is a work 
in progress. 

Joseph S. Karp is a nationally 
certified and Florida Bar-certified eld
er law attorney (C.E.L.A.) specializing 
in the practice of Trusts, Estates and 
Elder Law.

His offices are located at 2500 
Quantum Lakes Drive, Boynton Beach 
(561) 752-4550; 2875 PGA Blvd., 
Palm Beach Gardens (561) 625-1100; 
and 1100 SW St. Lucie W. Blvd., Port 
St. Lucie (772) 343-8411. 

Toll-free from anywhere: 800- 
893-9911. E-mail: KLF@Karplaw.com 
or website www.karplaw.com.

Read The Florida Elder Law and 
Estate Planning Blog at
www.karplaw.blogspot.com.
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Listen to Joe Karp and Anita Finley on Saturday, November 10 
from 7:30-8:00 AM on WSBR 740AM and WWNN 1470AM 

and on our YouTube Channel: BoomerTimes Presents.




