I Didn’t Know That! — Part Two

T

his month, more “I didn’t
know that” facts for our
readers!
I didn’t know that…If I receive
Florida Medicaid for nursing
home benefits, my home won’t
necessarily be taken by Medicaid. Having their homes recovered
by Medicaid is among people’s
greatest fears. Those fears are
generally unfounded IF you can
avoid legal blunders by getting
good legal advice. Here are the
essential facts: If your home is
homestead property, if you intend
to return to it (whether or not this
is likely), if it has been left to your
constitutional heirs at law, and if
you still own it at the time of your
passing, it will be exempt from
Medicaid recovery.
I didn’t know that…If I am
someone’s agent under their
power of attorney, I cannot make
them do whatever I consider
best for them. In other words,
you don’t get to be someone’s
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I didn’t know that
This is an issue that Joseph S. Karp, C.E.L.A.
…If I am married,
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rize them to do so with a HIPAA
release, just as you would authorize anyone else. Without such a
release, your spouse could find it
rough going. We have had cases
where husbands and wives, trying
to assist their ill spouses and handle their medical bills, were stonewalled by insurance companies,
hospitals and the like.
More “I didn’t know
that” next month.
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